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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
P. 0. Box 1366, Dallas, Texas
December 21, 1933

Mr. John H. Reisner,
Executive Secretary,
Agricultural Missions Foundation,
419 Fourth Avenue,
New York, New York.

Dear Mr. Reisner:

It has come to my attention that you are receiving applications
for a position as an expert in cooperative marketing in China with the
Cotton Industry Commission of the National Economic Council of the
Chinese Government. I would appreciate very much knowing more about
this opportunity, and would possibly like to be considered for the
position.

For the past five years I have been in charge of the grade and
staples estimates office of the Division of Cotton Marketing in Dallas,
Texase My present work has placed me in close contect with problems
and developments in both cooperative marketing of cotton and marketing
problems of the cotton trade.

If this opportunity still exists, I will appreciate knowing more
about it and will submit qualifications and references. In the mean- -
while, I will appreciate your treating this inquiry as confidential.

Very truly yours,

A. M. Dickson
Associate Agricultural Economist
Divigion of Cotton Marketing
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Jaonpuary 18, 1934

Up. £. X, Dickson
P. 0. Box 1366
Dalles, Texas

Desar dr. Dicksons

I am vriting you further with reference to
your letter of December Zlst. By the time your letter arrived
we had loecated = very excellent man and appointed him. Imme-
diately, however, so much pressure was brought to bear upon him
to remain with his preseant organization that he resiguned. Ve
are now in search of another wan.

The cituation has changed somewhat. We are
not now looking for a mun for the Cotton Industry Commission of
the Haticmsl Economie Council oi the Vhinese Government, but
for a man with practically the ssme gualifications, %o be ap-
pointed to the faculty of the University of Jdenking Uollege of
Agriculture and Forestrv, the leading institution of its kiad
in China. It happens to be one of the Christian universities
i{n China, registered with and recognized .y Goverazeanl 25 &
private institution. The University of Haunking would work
closely with the Governuent.
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The need is for au expert in Cooparative
darketing of Cotton who is also able to train workers for cot-
ton cooperatives which are to be organized locally. The expert
would give part of his time to training workers and part of his
time bto directing the work in the local cooperatives, as well
as for ceveloping an eificient marketing system for the locals.
aApplicants for the position will need not only o be qualified
technically, but they will have to pass a mediecal exumination.
Thic also applies to any members of the family. The caadidate
further would be expected to be in entire sympathy w.th the
Christian purposes of the University. In this conusction, I
wight add that the University of Nemking is a uunioa institution
in which four of the leading denomlndtlons in America are co-
operating. :

: I shall be very glad to hear from you further.
In addition to a statement of your technical qualifications, will
you kxindly indicate salary expected. The contract would be for
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+Mpr. As iia Dickson

2 period of two years and would include travel from your home
in the United States te sunking snd return. Expenses in con-
nection with the precsscution of your duties in China would of
course be met by the University.

Yours very ziacerely,

John H. Reisner
Executive vecretary




Jamary 22, 1934

dr. Paul C. Hsu
Shanghai Commercial & Savings Bank
50 dingpo Road
Shanghei, China

Dear Hr. Hsus

Tue letter of December 18th from you and
ir. Tsou came a few days ago. You will have already had word
by cable that klr. Farrington resigmed immediately after he
had been appointed by the Umiversity Comnittee. We zre now
trying to locate another unam to take lMr. Farringtont®s place.

I can assure you that it is no easy jJob to find a men with
the qualifications which you want and at the sslaxy which the
University cam pay. If it were a matter of ome y@ar, we might
try for a man with a sabbatic leave; but for a period of two -
years we have to get a man who is willing to give up his Amer-
ican position, if he is unable to get s definite leave of ab-
sence. Furthermore, with the imerican Government's recent
programs for helping the farmer, there is a very great demand
for umen with training in agricultural economics,and the more
specizalized he is in any phase of farm organization, the
greater ic the demand for hinm.

: Just a2s soom as we sre able to locate and
appoint a successor to lir. Farrington, I shall see to it that
your request for materials is presemted to him.

I am looking forward to the forthcoming
letter which you memtiomed im your postseript regarding devel-
opmeants which are taking place in China. 4 short time ago I
saw a report of the Shanghal Commercisl & Cavings Bank, and
was delighted to see their very great interest in various co-
operative and sgricultural snd rural eaterprises.

Vith kind regards and best wishes, 1 am

Yours very sincerely,

John H. Reisner
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

BUREAU OF AGRI

P, 0. Box 1368, Dallas, Texas
February 3, 1934

Mr. John H. Reisner, Executive Secretary
Agricultural Missions Foundation
419 Fourth Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Reisner:

In accordance with the request, dated January 30th, from your
tary, Miss Lydia J. Pettus, I am submitting references as follows:

L/ﬁf. J. T. Sanders, Head, Department of Agricultural Economics
Oklahoma A. and M. College, Stillwater, Oklshoma.

L. P. Gabbard, Head, Department of Agricultural Economics
Texas A. and M. College, College Station, Texas.

0. B. Martin, Director of Agricultural Extension
Texas A. and M. College, College Station, Texas.

Morgen H. Rice, In Charge Research and Statistics
Dallas Federal Reserve Bank, Dallas, Texas.

B. W. Kilgore, President, North Carolina Cotton Growers Co-
operative Association, Raleigh, North Carolina.

E. L. Corbin, Executive Secretary, Texas Cooperatives, Inc.
1100 South Ervay Street, Dallas, Texas.

B. S. Burgess, General Manager, South Texas Cooperative Asso-
ciation, Corpus Christi, Texas.

A. W. Palmer, In Charge, Division of Cotton Marketing, Bureau
of Agricultural Economics, United States Department of
Agriculture, Washington, D. C.

J. L. Davis, Assistant Pastor, Highland Park Presbyterian
Church, Dallas, Texas.

As stated in my letter to you of January 25th, I em in line for ad-
vencement in my present position and for this reason I am a little re-
luctant to have you write my present chief, Mr. A. W. Palmer, listed
above, until this matter is a 1ittle further advanced. However, I leave
this to your discretion.




I am contemplating a trip to Washington in asbout six weeks, at which
to arrange an interview with you in New York, if
se plans have not reached maturity prior to that

time I shall be glad
desirable, and if the
time,

Sincerely yours,

- »

A Mo Di Ckaon
Associate Agriculturel Economist
Division of Cotton Market ing




February o, 1334.

Wr. Bs ©. Burgess
South Te:as Cooperutive Ascoclation
Corpus Christi, Texas

Dear lr. Burgesss

Mpr. fe e Ddckoon haes givem us your name &s &
reference in conaection with & position at the University of
daaking, wanking, China. The requirements of the position
are as followss ;

: An expert in Cooperative Harketing of Cotton,
with experience in organization and business wanagement of
such cooperatives. He shoula ulso be able to truim workers
for the managecent cf local cotion cooperative organizations.
Part of his time will be given to fiela worg, directing the
organization and administration of the local societies and in
developing am eificieat marketing cysiem for the cotton locals.
The rest of his time will be given to the training of youag
Chinese who will be placed im administrative positions with
regard to the whole cooperative sct-up.

Ia a.cition to the techaicol qualifications
required, we are uo less interested in the personal cualities
of Lr. Dickson. The Usiversity of Hamking is one of the leud-
ing Christian universities im China, and vwas orgaaized with
snd receives financial backing and the support of American
teachers from four of the leazding desominations in the Ualted
states - Presbyterians Horth, Baptists dorth, wethodists Lorth,
‘und Uiseiples of Christ. The candicate should, therefore, be
in entire sympathy with the Christiaa ideals of the Uaiversity.
He should also be highly qualified toc cooperate with the Uni-
vorsity cuthoritics, of whom the Precident is u Chinese who
holds several degrees from imericen uaiversitics. He should
not have any racial biusses or antipathies which would wake it
difficult for him to cooperate whole-heartedly unc effectively
with the Chinese. :

dr. Dicikson's uscigament would be to tie College
of Agriculture und Yore:stry of the Umiversity, und in particular
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kr. B. o. Burgess

to the Departazent of Agricultural Economics, of which Dr. J.
Locsing Buck is in charge. 7This Department has a faculty of
some twenty odé Chinese and, I think, four imericans. It is
the foremost Departuent of iAgricultural Economics in Chins
and mainteins close cooperative relationships with Government
and commercial zroups.

¥e should greatly appreciate your writing us
frankl; #z to both technicul and personal cualificatioas of
Mr. Dickcon., HNaturally, your letters would be consicered
strictly coafidential.

Yours very sincerely,

John H. Reisaer
Executive Cecretary




Februsry 5, 1334

dr. Z. L. Corbin

Texas Cooperztives, inc.
1100 L, Ervay vtreet
bDallas, Texas

bear Hr. Corbing

Lre fde e Ulckson hus given us your neme as 4o
reference in conuection with 2 position at the University of
danking, Saonking, China. The requirements of the position
ure as followss

in expert im Cooperative darketing of Cotton,
with experience in organizztion and business management of
suech cooperatives. He chould also be able to train workers
for the memagement of local cotton cooperative orgausizations.
Part of his time will be given to field work, directiag the
orgazization and wdazinistration of the loecal socletiss and
in developing en efficient murieting syctem for the cotton
locals. The rest of his time will be given to the truining
of young Chinese who will be placed in administrutive posi-
tions with regard to the whole cooperative set-up.

In adcition to the technical cuslificztions
required, we ure n0 less interested in the personul gualities
of ur. Uickson. The University of Hanking is one of the lead-
ing Christizn uaiversities im Chine, and was orgenized with
and receives fiasncial backing and the suprort of American
teachers from four of the leading dencminations in the Uaited
Ltates - Presbyteriuns dorth, Buptists dorth, lethodists Jorth,
anc Lisciples of Christ. The caandidate should, therefore, be
in eatire syzpathy with the Christian ideals of the University.
He should slso be highly qualified to cooperate with the Uni-
versity suthorities, of whom the President is a Chimese who
holds several degrees from dmericsn universities. He should
not have any racial biases or untipathies which would make it
difficult for him to cooperate whole-heartedly and effectively
with the Chinese.

#dr, Dickson's ascignment would be to the College
&

of Agriculture and Forestry of the Uaiversity, aad ih particular




ir. A. L. Corbin

to the lepartuent of Agriculturazl Economics, of which Dr. J.
Lossing Buck ic in charge. This Department has a faculty of
some twenty odd Chinese and, I think, four Americans. It is
the loremost Departaeat of Agricultyral Economics in China
and maintains close cooperative relationships with Government
and commercial groups.

fie shoula greatly appreciate your writing us
frankly ac to both techmical and personal gualifications of
ure Dickson. Jaturally, your letters would be considered
strietly confidential.

Yours very siacerely,

Johw H. Reisnmer
ixecutive cecretary




February 5, 1934

Dr. J. L. Davis :
Bighland Park Preshyterian Church
Dallas, Texas

Dear bUr. Daviss

The University of Hanking, Wanking,
China, has asked us to recommend to thea am expert in
the Cooperative Marketing of Cotton; and we are in touch
with Mr. A, %, Dickson, who has glven us your n=mge as
referenot.

The University of Hanking is a umion
missionary undertaking uniting the higher educational
work in Nanking of the Presbyteriams dorth, Methosists
Horth, Uisciples of Christ, and the Baptists North. The
President of the institution is a Chinese with one or two
degrees from our American universities. Mr. Dickson's
assignment would be to the Department of ifgricultural
Eeonomics of the College of Agriculture & Forestry, the
Dean of which is alsc a Chinese, gracuate of an imerican
institution. Practiczlly 21l of his colleagues would be
Chincse. Ve are, therefore, aaxious to get your Judgment
on how you feel ir. Dickson would fit into a situation of
this kind. He chould of cource be thoroughly in sysmpathy
with the Christian ideals of the University, and to the
Chinese he should be 3 colleague without any racial bias
or superiority coamplex. It is of course needless to sug-
gest that he should be 2 uzasm of good personality and
strong Christizm character. We shall very greatly appre-
clate your writing to us giving your unbiased Judgment
ag to how you would rate Mr, Dickson with regard to the
points indicated above. Your letter will be considered
strictly comfidential.

Hoping to have the pleasure of hear-
iny from you =t an early dete, I am

Yours very sincerely,

Johin H. Reisner
Executive -ecretary




br. L. P, Gubbard
Departueat of Agricultnral
; Eeonomics

Texas L & ¥ College
College Station, Texas

Dear Dr. Gabbard:

ire Ay e Dickson has given us your name as
a referspee in confiection with a pesition at the University of
Hanking, Nanking, Chlaa., The recuirements of the position are
as followss

An axpert in Cooperative Hdurketiang of Cotton,
with experience in organizution and business managemsnt of such
cooperatives. He should ulso be sble to trula workers for the
management of local colion cooperutive organizaticas. Part of
his time will be given to fiela work, directing the organization
and administration of the loczl societies and in developing an
efficicnt marketing system for the cotton locals. The rest of
his time will be given to the traiaing cf young Chinese who will
be placed in adminicirative positions with-regard to the whole
cooperative cet~up.

In accition to the techalesl qualifications
required, we are no less interested in the personal cualities of
dr. Dickson. The University of Hanking is one of the leading .
Christian universities in China, amd was organized with and re-
ceives fimsncial backing and the support of American Yteachers
from four of the leading demominatioas in the United otates -
Presbyterizns North, Baptists dorth, Methodists dorth, and -Di-
sciples of Christ. The candidate should, therefore, be in en-
tire sympathy with the Christian ideals of the university. He
should also be highly qualified to cooperate with the University
authorities, of whom the Presidesat is a Chinese who holds several
degrees from imericam universities. He should uol have any racial
biases or antipathies which would make it difficult for Lim to
' cooperate whole-heartedly and effectively with the Chinese.

ir. Dickson's assignment would be to the Col-
lege of Agriculture and Forestry of the University, and in par-
ticular to the Departueat of Agricultural Economics, of which Dr.
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Dr. L. P. Gabbard

J. Lossing Buck is in charge. This Departuent has a faculty
of some twenty odd Chiamese and, I think, four Americans. It
ic the foremost Department of- igricultural Econoazies in China
and maintains close cooperative relationships with Government
and comaercial groups. :

We should greatly appreciate your writing
us frankly as to both technical and personal qualificustions of
ér. Dickson., HNaturally, your letters would be cousidered
strictly confidential.

Yours very sincerely,

John H. Reisner
Executive vecretary




¥r. B. ¥W. Kilgore

N.C. Cotton Growers Cooperative
. Agsociation

RAleigh, Ho c.

Dear ir. Kilgore:

r, Al K. Uickson has givem uc your name &5 &
reference in commection with 2 position at the Uaiversity of
dankiag, danking, China. The requirements of the position
are as follouss

An expert in Cooperative Murketing of Cotton,
silth experience in orgenization and Lusiness sanagement of
suek cooperatives. He should also be able to train workers
for the mansgeacnt of local cottoa cooperative organizations.
Part of his time will be givea to field work, directing the
organization and administration of the local societies and in
developing an efficient warketing syslem for the cotton locals.
The rest of hic time will be givea to the trzining of young
Crinece who will be placed in admimlstrative positions with
regurd to the whole cocpersabive sct-up.

In adéition to the technical qualificatlocns re-
quirsd, we are o less iaterested in the perscnmal qualities
of 4r. Dickson. The University of Hamking is one of the 1sad-
ing Christion universities in China, aad wus organized with
and receives financial baciting and the support of American
teachers from four of the leudiag cemomimations im the United
ctates - Presbyterians North, Baptists dorth, Kethodists Horth,
and Disciples of Christ. The camdidate should, therefore, be
in entire sympathy with the Christian ideals of the University.
He should olso be highly qualified to cooperate with the Uni-
versity authorities, of whom the Presidend is a Chinese who
nolds seversl degrees from American universlties. He should
not have any racial biases or antipethies which would make it ,
difficult for him to cooperate whole-heariedly wnd effectively
with the Chinese. \
Mr. Dickson's assignment would be to the College
of Agriculturc and Forestry of the University, and in particular

N\
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Mr. B, ¥, Kilgore

to the Uepartuweat of Agricultural Eeomomics, of which Dr. J.
Lossing Buck is in charge. This Departuent has a faculty of
some twenty odd Chinese and, I think, four Americans. It is
the foremost Department of Agriculturzl Economics in China
and malntains close cooperative relationships with Government
and commercial groups.

We should greatly appreciate your writing us
frankly us to both technical and persomal qualifications of
dr. Dickson, HNaturally, your letters would be considered
strictly confidential. ‘

Yours very sincerely,

Johan H. Reisner
Executive Secretary




February 5, 1334

kr. 0. B. idlartin

Directer of Agricultursl iIxteansion
Texzs 4 & £ College

College otation, Texas

Dear lr. Hartiag

Mr. Ae. w. lickson has given us your name &as a
refereace in connection With o pesition at the University of
Aonking, Honking, China, The recuiremeats of the position are
as followss

in expert in Cooperutive Harketing of Cotton,

wigg experience im organization und busiae.s management of such
cooperatives. He should alsc be able to train workers for the
nanagement of local cotton cooperative organizutions. Part of
his time will be given to field work, directing the organization
and admiaistration of the local societies and in developing an
efficient marketing system for the cotton locals. The rest of
his tise will be givea to the training of young Chinese who will
be placed in saministrative positions with regarcd to the whole
cooperative sebt-up.

In acdition to the technical qualificuations re-
quired, we are no less interested in the personasl qualities. of
Mr. Uieckson. The Umiversity of danking is ome of the leading
Christian uaivercities in China, and was organized with and
receives financial backing and the support of imerican teachers
from four of the leading denominations in the Umited States -
Presbyterizns dorth, Baptists North, dethodists Horth, and
Uiscipled of Christ. The candidate should, therefore, be in
entire sympathy with the Christian ideals of the Uaniversity.

He should alsc be highly quslified to cooperate with the Unk-
versity authorities, of whom the President iz a Chinese who
holds sever:zl degrees Iro: American universities. He should
not huve any racial biases or antipathies which would make it
gifficult for him to cooper:te whole-heartedly and effectively
with the Chisese.

dr. Dickson's ussignaeat would be to the College
of Agriculturc and Forestry of the University, a=nd in particular
to the Lepartment of Agriculturzl Economics, of which Dr. J.




Lossing Buck i: in charge. This Department hus a faculty of
some twenty odd Chinese and, I think, four imericans. It i
the foremost Departmeant of /gricultural Economics ia China

anc mzintaine close cooperative relatioaships with Government
and commercisl groups.

We should greatly appreciate your writing us
frankly 25 W both techmieal and personal qualifications of
dr. Dickson.

dNaturally, your letters would be considered
strictly coanfideatial.

Yours very sincerely,

John H. Reisner
ixecutive Secretary




February 5, 1324

Mr. dorgan H. Rice
Dallas Federal Feserve Bank
Dallzs, Texas

Dear Mr. Rices

_ Er. A, i. Dicksom hac given us your name as a
reference in comnection with a positioa at the University of
dunking, Nanking, China. The recuiremeats of the pocition
ere as followst

M expert in Cooperative Barketing of Cotton,
with experience in organization and business management of
such cooperatives. He should also be able to traln workers
for the management of locsl cotton cooperative organizations.
Part of his time will be given to field work, directing the
organization and administration of the local societies and in
developing an efficieat markéting syctem for the cotton locals.
The rest of his time will be given to the $raining of young
Chinese who will be placed in administrative positions with
regard to the whols cooperative set-up. -

In adcition to the technicul quslifications re-
quired, we are no less interested in the personal qualities of
Mr. Dickson. The University of Hanking ic one of the lsading
Christiaen universities in Chins, and wus organized with and re-
ceives financial backing and the support of American teachers
from four of the leading demominations in the United States -
Presbyterizns North, Baptists Horth, dethodists dorth, and
Diseiples of Christ. The candidate should, therefore, be in
entire sympathy with the Christian ideuls of the University.
He should also be highly cualified to cooperate with the Uni-
versity suthorities, of whom the Presidsnt is a Chinese who
holds several degrees from Americuan universities. He should
not heve any racizl biases or aatipsthies which would make it
difficult for him to cooperate whole-heurtedly and effectively
with the Chinese. :

Mp. Dickson's as:ignment would be to the College
of Agriculture and Forestry of the Unmiversity, and in particular

12 18
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dr. Yorgan H. Rice

to the Uepartwent of Agricultural Ecomoaics, of which Lr. J.
Lossing tuck ic la charge. This Departmeat has a faculty of
some taemty oda Chinese and, 1 think, four imericans., It is
the foremost Uepartment of Agricultural Hcomomics in China
and maintains close cooperative relationships with Government
and commereizl groups.

We should greutly cppreciate your writing us
frankly s to both techanical and personal gualifications of
dr. Dickson. Haturally, your letter: would be comsidered
strictly confidential.

Yours very sincerely,

John H. Reisner
Exceutive Secretary




br. J. T. Sanders
LDepartument of Agriculturel

Sznderss

e ie S.rhigggcn h" given us your name 8
& reference in comnnection with 2 po: on at t.e Bniversity of
Nanicing, Hdanking, Chinz, The ragquirements of the position zre
as followss

in expert in Gooperative iarketing

ton, with experience is orgsaization anc business
sach cooperatives. He should zlso be able tw t;*i.
tie anage sent of loca o L0} CODPR ,7".“'9
of his %time will bhe ‘_Jv o] ’e‘r:, :
tion and geu;nxhtraxacw of hn;
an efficlent 3‘”E< i : he ¢ 8 g
of h,;. time . v Hven to the training of vouzng Chinece who

adeinistrative | Jone with regard to the

s2t~up.

aduibion

required, wg are no leass interesie
dr., Ulckson., The University of Samking
Christien uaiversitieg in Chiaz, and was org
ceives finuaeial backing and the sappert of Amerlc“n teachers
from four of the l:uuilg ceomcainations in the United States ~
Presbyteriuns Herth, Baptists dJorth, letindists Horth, and
uluclpleu of Christ. The caadiuste should, therefore, be in
entire sympathy with the Chrictiun ideals of the University.
He should zlsc be “luulJ gualified erzte with the Uni-
vercity sutborities, of whom the Freside 5 & Chinese with
several dogrees froa americon ur S ' He ,uauln net have
agy racial biases or untipathies which JDUlu mcke it difficult
for him to cooperaute whole-heurtedly wmd effectively with the
Chinese.

Mr. Dickcon's ussigoment would be to the

College of Agriculture mnd Forestry of the University, and in
particular to the Departueat of Agricultural Economics, of which

[ 1 T e g o ® 2
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D!‘. Jo T. wanders

br. J. Loscing Buck is in charge. This Departsent has a faculty
of some twenty odd Chinece andy, I think, four imericans, It is
the foremost Uepartuent of Agricultursl Economies in China snd
Guintains close cooperative relationships with Goverament and
commercial groupc.

de should greatly apprecizte your writing
us fraakly as to both techmicul and personsl qualifications of
r. Dickson, Jdaturally, your letters would be coasidered strictly
confidential. .

Yours very sincerely
2 v ’

Joha H. Reisaer
:

Exacutive vecretary
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February 7, 1334

¥r. A, X, Dickson
P.0. Box 1%66
Dallas, Texas
Dear idr, Dicksons

: Thank you for your letter of February
Ird with its 1list of references, to all of whom we have
written except ikr. Palmer, in line with your éuggestion.

There are two guestions which I would

like to ask. 1s there any chance of your getting to Wash-
ington earlier than the six weeks indicated in your letter?
How much time would you need to cleur up your work after
notice of eppointment, if such were made? The rejuest from
China was to secure a man to be on the field by April 1lst,
wiich would mean leaving the Pacific Coast nct later than

the 10th to 15th of idarch.

, Awaiting your further reply, . am

Yours very sincerely,

John H. Reisner
Executive oSecretary

I28c
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TEXAS AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION

AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
OF TEXAS

DIVISION OF FARM AND RANCH COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS
ECONOMICS

Febrwary-8, 1934

Mr. John H. Reisner, Executive Secretary,
Agricul tural Missions Foundation,

419 Pourth Avenue,

New York City, New York.

Dear Mr. Reisner:
Your letter of Febrary S5 relative to the qualifications

of Mr. A. M. Dickson for a position &t the University of Nanking,
China, 18 - .

I wish to state that I have known Mr. Dickson personally
for a period of about five years and indirectly for a longer time.
I can say without reservation that I feel that he would make an
excellent man for the position which you describe. He has had, as
his credentials will indicate, excellent training and considerable
experience. He is energetic, capable, and possesses a very pleasing

and forceful personality.

I feel that you would be very fortunate if you are able
to secure the services of & man with Mr. Dickson's qualifications.
I do not hesitate to recommend him and hope that you will give his
application most careful consideration.

Very sincerely yours,

Aot

L. P. Gabbard, Chief
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
P, O. Box 1366, Dallas, Texas
February 9, 1934

Mr. John H. Reisner
Executive Secretary ‘
Agricultural Missions Foundation
419 Fourth Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Reisner:

I have your letter of February 7th asking whether or not I could
come into Washington earlier than in six weeks, and how much time
would be needed to clear up my present work.

My contemplated trip to Washington is now scheduled for around
March 15th, and the mission is to put into final form the organization
for dissemination of cotton market news and coordination with trade and
other Federal and State agencies. I am carrying on this work here in-
stead of in Washington with the assistance of additional personnel which
I have engaged for this purpose because of the facilities which are
available, and because it permits me to remain at home. There will still
be additional work to be done on this project after I go to Washington
with it, and the work of carrying out the plans will extend indefinitely,
for one or two years at least.

I do not believe that I will be able to leave for Washington with
this work much earlier than the date indicated, but if you consider it
necessary that you have a conference, in all probability I could take
off sufficient time to come to New York, if you could not arrange &
trip to this part of the country. The only problem which I would en~
counter in making a trip to New York would be that of expense.

Since the request from China necessitates leaving the Pacific Coast
by the 10th or 15th of March, I would have to arrange for someone else
to take over my work, in case you selected me for the position. I be-
lieve this could just as well be done at one time as another, which means
that I would be available for duty at practically any time desired.

I note that you are not writing Mr. Palmer, my chief, at the present
time. If, after you hear from the other references, you reach the de-
cision to appoint me to the position, it will be satisfactory to me
for you to write Mr. Palmer.

Sincerely yours,
( ’ ~
A. NeBickson

Associate Agricultural Economist
Division of Cotton Marketing
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"SOUTH TEXAS AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION
STACA BRAND

FARMER OWNED AND FARMER CONTROLLED
MARKETING AND SERVICE ORGANIZATION

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
COMANCHE STREET AT PORT AVENUE

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS

Mr, John H., Reisner, Executive Secretary
Agricudtural Missions Foundation

419 Fourth Avenue

New York City

Dear Mr. Reisner:

I have given your letter of February 5th
careful consideration for two days because I felt you
wanted real information and not "off the cuff opinions."

Mr. A, M. Dickson has been more or less within
my observation the pasf ‘Pive years due to the faet that
his work was called to my attention by associates. I
became personally acquainted with him in 1930 during the
time that he was making a survey of cooperative gin oper-
ations in Texas for the Federal Farm Board. This survey
proved to be the best thing of its kind ever done and it
proved to me, beyond the question of a doubt, that Mr.
Dickson was highly ceompetent in the field of research, as
well as administration of cooperative activities, well
grounded in fundamentals and with enocugh experience to
know the many pitfalls and dangers and with enough clear
headedness and good common sense to avoid them, Since
that time we have collaborated on a number of things and
my acquaintance has ripened into a deep respect for Mr.
Dickson's ability.

Of all the men in my aequaintance, I know there
is none better qualified technically then Mr. Dickson for
the position outlined in your letter.

As far as the balance of your letter is goacerned,
others will probably be able to give you better informationmn
than I e¢an. I have been in Mr. Dicksén's home and met his
wife and young son. They are fine up-right Christian people.
I am unable to tell you their religious denomination except
that I know it is Protestant and that they attend chureh
regularly. In my personal associations with Mr. Dickson,




John H. Reisner

I have never found any other indiecation than that he was
of a highly moral character, religious and of unquestioned
integrity. My observation has been that he has worked
equally well among our many foreign communities here and
with the negroes, having been reared in the South and edu-
cated in the North, he should be free of racial biases.

I know that he wins the respect of all types and national-
ities that he deals with.

I have tried to give you the best information
I have, feeling that an assignment of this kind is very
important and that the type of men we send to foreign coun-
tries is a great factor in building good will and friendly
relations between nations., He must make a success of his
work and win respeect for Americans; I believe Mr. Dickson
is that kind of a man.

Sinecerely yours,

« S. Burgess




FEDERAL RESERVE BANK
OF DALLAS

February 10, 1934
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!Mr. John H. Reisner, Executive Secretary
Agricultural lissions Fowndation

419 Fourth Avenue

New York City

Dear 1he Reisner:

I am in receipt of your letter of February 5 re-
questing a frank expression as to the technicel and personal
qualifications of ir. A. !, Dickson for a position in the De-
partrent of Agriculfural Economies-im-the University of
Nanking, Nanking, China,

Iy association with Iire Dickson dates back to
1929 and I have had an opportunity of observing him in both
his personal activities amd in his official work, I consid-
er IIre Dickson a man of excellent character and one who would
be well fitted for the work which you have available, He has
been a student in the Extension Department of Souwthern lletho-
dist University in several classes which I have taught and he
has always impressed me as an earnest student, as well as one
with original ideas supplemented by a rather broad background
of experience, I have been particularly impressed with his
work in the cooperative marketing field and consider his
ideas the most practical of any with which I have come in
contactes This statement is made advisedly as my own back-
ground has included a close contact with cotton farming and
I have also made considerable research in this field,

On the basis of the qualifications as outlined
in your letter, I believe that IMir. Dickson would be unusually
well fitted for the task and merits your most serious consid-
eratione

Yours sincerely,
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Mr., John H. Reisner,

Executive Secretary

Agricultural Missions Foundation,
419 Fourth Avenue,

New York City, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Reisner:

Upon my return to the office after an absence of two
weeks, I have your letter of February 5th asking about the qualifications
of Mr. A, M. Dickson. I note with interest that you are considering him
for~a position At tM&"University of Nanking, Nanking, China. I think Mr.
Dickson is well trained and adapted to that particular work. He has had
experience as a County Agent in the Extension Service and has also been
with the Bureau of Agricultural Economics in the cotton standardization
work long enough to learn the technical side. He is a man of fine charac-
ter and commendable devotion. He makes friends readily, and is very
thorough in his methods of work. I feel a personal interest in him and
also in the position which you have in mind.

Several years ago I attended a meeting of the International
Association of Agricultural Missions in New York. I had a delightful
meeting with Dr. J. E. Williams of Nanking University. From the stories
of his experience and achievement, I realize the importance of the work
there.

Sincerely yours,

Q73 W

12 gu




OKLAHOMA
AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION

STILLWATER

February 13, 1934

]

Mr. John H, Reisner

Agricultural Missions Foundation
419 Fourth Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr. Reisner: AT

/

I have known Mr, Dickson for about six years and have
been intimately associated with him practically all of this time.
He has been in charge of the Dallas Grade and Staple Cotton Office
of the United States Department of Agriculture and this department
has been cooperating with them in this work ever since the work
was set up in the Department of Agriculture.

Dickson is a man of fine personal qualities, splendid
executive ability and of unbounded energy in his devotion to his
work. I do not believe I have ever been associated with a man
that can grasp the situation, take hold of it and oome out with a
successful application of basic principles any quicker than can
Dickson. I doubt whether you can find a man thet has better tech-
nical training then Dickson has in organizing and administering
cotton prpduction and marketing work. Personally, I do not believe
there is a better trained man in the South in this regard than Dick-
son and I assure you I recommend him for your position in the highest
way, Be#h in regard to his character, his interest in the type of
work that is being done in Nanking University, his technical train-
ing and his ability to get things done. In fact, I am perfectly
frank and sincere when I say that since you have asked was I in-
terested in your position, that I believe Dickson is better quali-~
fied for your job than I am.

Very sincerely yours,

[
J. T nders, Head, Department of
Agr tural Economics.
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NORTH CAROLINA COTTON GROWERS COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION
RALEIGH, N. C.

TN February 14, 1934.
. Vankiog
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My, John H., Reisner,

Exec. Sec'y, Agricultural Lissions Foundation,
419 Fourth Ave.,

New York City.

Dear lir, Reisner:

I have your letter of the 5th about lir.
A, M, Digkson for work in the cooperative marketing of
“cotton. I know Mr., Dickson very well and think highly
of him., He has had a large experience in the product-
ion and cooperative marketing of cotton, especially in
organizations for marketing. lir, Dicksen has good
ability, is industrious, honest and reliable and works
well with other people. I believe he would make you a
good man.,

I do not know what his church affiliations
are, but believe you will find these satisfactory.

Sincerely,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
WASHINGTON, D.C.

February 23, 1934

Mr, John H. Reisner,
Agricultural Missions Foundation,
419 Fourth Avenue,
New York, N. Y.

Dear John:

In your last letter you asked me to find out what I could
about Edward A. Terry whom you state was the junior author on the
study, "Cotton Cooperatives in the Southeast®, It seems that the
Institute of Social Research and Profesger Nilson Gee do not have
a very high standing in respect té‘,.“c‘:onomi investigations, It is
not an agricultural institution since the agricultural investigations
are carried on by the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and Agricultural
and Mechanical College. The latter institution compares with our
agricultural colleges,

The investigations made by the Institute of Social Research
are more or less desk and library studies, as I understand it., At
any rate, it does not have the facilities to carry on thorough field
and agricultural investigations, The study referred to accordingly
does not have a very high standing, Terry may have had agricultural
training but his connection with the Institute of Social Research
rather indicates that he has not., The cotton people here do not seem
to know Terry dbut to a considerable extent ﬁe him by the
above connection and study and on the wholé, egative, I would
suspicion that he lacks agricultural training and experience in cotton
marketing,

I shall be eager to hear if you have made a selection and if
any of the other tnree men have accepted the position,

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,
=

Paul 0, Nyhus,
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SECY NANKING UNIVERSITY 150 5 AVE NYK=

YOUR LETTER TWENTY FIRST WILL YOU PLEASE WIRE YEARLY SALARY
YOU CONTEMPLATE PAYING POSITION COTTON EXPERT CHINA/STOP
IN VIEW YOUR DESIRE APPOINTEE DEPART ALMOST IMMEDIATELY

INFORMATION WOULD EXPEDITE NEGOTIATIONS 'STOP /1 SHOULD GIVE
DEPARTMENT AGRICULTURE THIRTY DAYS NOTICE PRIOR DEPARTURE

IF REQUIRED STOP BECAUSE OTHER WORK HAS ARISEN WHICH WILL
DELAY MY GOING WASHINGTON UNTIL ABOUT APRIL ONE WOULD
SUGGEST CONFERENGE WITH YOU NEWYORK PRIOR THERETO COULD
ARRANGE TRAVELOVER NEXT WEEKEND=

A M DICKSON.

B

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND'SAFEST WAY TOSEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE
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Charge to the account of _zggeet.

'CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRE
DOMESTIC CABLE

TELEGRAM FULL RATE

DAY LETTER DEFERRED Z ACCT’G INFMN.

NIGHT NIGHT
MESSAGE LETTER
NIGHT WEEK END
LETTER LETTER TIME FILED

Patrons should ¢heck clasa of service i
desired; otherwise message will be
transmitted as a full-rate \ f
communication. NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT J. C. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT K

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

Ae Mo Dickson
Po 0. Box 1366
Dallas, Texas

REPLYING YOUR TELEGRAM NANKING HAS NOP PIXED SALARY COTTON EXPERT
ASES CANDIDATES STATE AMOUNT DESIRED STOP THETR REOUESTS RANGE

PROM THIRTYFPIVE HUNDRED TO FIVE THOUSAND AMERICAN DOLLARS ANNUALLY
STOP WOULD LIKE EXPRESSION YOUR WISHES STOP SPECIAL TRIP POR

CONFZRENCE NEXT WEEKEND CONSIDERED INADVISARLE STOP AN WRITING

Be A, GARSIDE

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE.




AGRICULTURAL MISSIONS FOUNDATION
419 FOURTH AVENUE

NEW YORK CITY

February 264 1934

Mr. B. A. Garside

Christian Colleges in China
150 Fifth Avenue

New York City

Dear Garside:

Enclosed please find letter from
Governor liyers of F.C.A., Washington, concerning Mr,
Dickson and also recommending Mr. Stevens of Laouisiana.
Do you think we ought to begin to look up Mr. Stevens
or wait until after we have cleared the deck of present
possibilities?

Also please find enclosed letter
from Mr. Nyhus, commenting on both Terry and Dickson.
I think Nyhus' statement regarding Dickson is the first
thing that is in any way unfavorable that we have had.
This is second-hand and, as you will notice, not unani-
mous.

In a short letter from Carson dated
February 2nd, he said, "In a letter to Garside I am
reporting on the more recent developments at Cheeloo.
He will doubtless be glad to share this with you." I
would be very glad indéed to see the letter to which he
refers.

Yours very sincerely,

P ohn H. Reisner
Enclosures







February 27, 1934
Narnkinzg
Mr. A, i. Dickson

P. 0. Box 1366
Dallas, Texas

My dear Mr. Uickson:

I enclose = confirmation ocopy of the telegesm we sent you
yesteray in responsc to your wire of the preceding nighu,

There is very iitils Ican wdd to the statements mude in my
letter of February 2lst and the telegslm of yesterday on the mutter of the
salary woich wsould be p:id to the 2ppointee in Cooperative Marketing. The
University is znxious to get a high grade man, and is williing o pay wiat-
ever aalary, within reagon, 1s nocessury to securs the type of man we need.
We huve asked each of the man who have bsen given serious consideration for
this poeition what salary thsy would rejuirs if appointed. The figures they
have givan have ranged from $3,500 to #5,000 per year U. S. durrency. This
is in addition to #hat tho Uaivarsity; provides in the way of travel expenses
and residential a2ccommodatione. Our Ranking Founders are looking for the
best man they can gain r.ther than the cheapest, though they will probably

be influenced somewhat Ly the amount which would be rsyuired in each c=ge.

Since 1 wired j;ou yesterdgy w#we have besn adble to arrange a
meeting of our Mamking Pounders on the afterncon of Fridsy, March 2nd. It
hardly seems advisable to have you spend the time and mongy rejuired for a
trip from Dallas to New Iork for this purpose :lonme. We hzve been able to
oollect very full information, and puarticularly good references, concerning
you, so I believe the Committee will be able to take indopendent action. I
will communicate with you again immediately ufter the meeting.

If you can wire us & statement as to your wishes in the matter
of salary, so we would have this information available at the meeting on
Friday, it would be vexry helpful in our deliberations.

Very sincerely yours,

BAGAWE
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

P. 0. Box 1366, Dallas, Texas
_ February 27, 1934

F)

Mr. B. A. Garside, Secretary
University of Nanking
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Y,

Dear Mr. Garside:

Your letter of February 21 arrived lest Saturday, and I sent
you & night letter Sunday making inquiry as to what salary you con-
templated paying the expert in cooperative marketing for the Univer-
sity of Nanking in China. I did not feel that I could fairly state
e salary for which I could go to China without same general idea of
the situation. My reason for suggesting a conference was to clear
up the details of the work, living conditions, and other expenses
which it might be necessary to incur that could not be anticipated
from the knowledge which I now have of China as a country, and the
work which is to be done.

If the position as a cotton cooperative expert in China en-
tails working with Govermment officials and trade agencies in the
fomation of thel r policies, in addition to the regular duties in
the University in teaching and extension, one would naturally be
called upon to incur more expense than if this were not the case., I
should therefore like to be in a position financially tc meet any de-
mands that might be made upon me on an equitable basis with those
with whom I should have to deal. I think that problems of this kind
should be considered in arriving at a salary which ome should ask in
e position of this kind.

Until your wire of February 26 arrived this morning, I did
not have any idea as to the salary for which men would be willing to
undertake the work which you have in China. I do not think that I
can evaluate my services on the basis of what others would ask, yet
I know that this is a factor which I must consider. I must judge
from the standpoint of my present position and connections. I have
had in mind asking a salary of around $6500,00 per annum, assuming
that I should have to resign my position with the Department of Agri-
culture and then re-establish myself upon return. I believe that I
should have no difficulty in re-entering the Department upon my return,
provided there was a vacancy in my particular line of work; but if de-
pression conditions continue to exist, there might not be a vacancy,
in which case I should take considerable risk in getting re-estab-
lished. On the other hand, it is possible that the Department will
grant me a leave of absence, which, if done, will eliminate this risk,
and I could go to China for less than the amount stated above,.
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I do not feel that I should ask the Department of Agriculture
fqor leave until this matter has reached a more definite stage. This
is one reason why I wired you making inquiry and suggested a confer-

rence to clear up the deteils so that I could save as much time as pos-
sitle in our negotiations, and thus have sufficient time to clean up
my work here prior to sailing, in case I was selected for the position.

To answer definitely the question in your letter of February 21
as to how much time would be required for me to clean up my work here
and sail, I would say that after notice of appointment is given me, it
will then be necessary to give the Department of Agriculture thirty days!'
notice prior to departure, as is custamary unless the Department sgrees
that I can be released sooner. I could in this period, or even a short-
or period, prepare to sail, close up my affairs, and turn over to some -
one else the work which I am now doing.

As explained in my letter of February 9 to Mr. Reisner, my con-
templated trip to Washington was scheduled for around March 15, I ad-
vised you in my wire of February 25 that I would possibly be delayed
until April first. This delay is occasioned by the fact that I am at
present working on a set-up for extension cf the Federal Cotton Market
News Service with additional help which has been provided here for this
purpose. I am preparing a handbook for use by county agents, vocation-
al teachers, cooperatives, cotton trade and growers, showing the content
of the service and the coordination of telegraph, radio, press, and oth-
er agencies in market news dissemination. This is requiring some addi-
tional research and much planning, with the preparation of many charts
along with the manuscripte It is advisable that I advance this woxk as
far as possible before leaving. Unless the position which you have ma-
terializes for me, I shall possibly be in Washington one to two months
when I make the trip. Then, too, the delay is partially due to the fact
that the Civil Works Administration was extended from February 15 to May
first. We now have an additional number of CWA statistical clerks mak-
ing gin machinery and cotton variety tabulations, This is also requir-
ing some of my time for supervision.

There are many things about cotton and conditions in China in
which I am interested and upon which I should like to make inquiry, as
outlined in the copy of the letter to Mr. Reisner attached, which is
self-explanatory. I believe, however, that these items will keep for
the time being.

I £ind myself becoming quite interested in the position which
you have in China, I believe that it offers very fine opportunities,
and I hope that we shall be able to work out arrangements between us
that will be mutually satisfactory. I believe, with my background of
treining and expsrience, that I could greatly aid the cooperative move-
ment in China, as well as the production of cotton and the cot ton in-

dustry.
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I am sending this letter on to you in advance of the receipt
of your letter mentioned in your wire of February 26, so that you may
have this infomation as promptly as possible.

If there is any further information which you desire, I shall
endeavor to supply it to you immediately.

Sincerely yours

’
v
e R
* >

amd -vw A. M. Dickson
Enclo. Associate Agricultural Economist
Division of Cotton Marketing
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
s
BUREAU OF AGRTGULTURAL ECONOMICS

P, 0. Box 1366, Dallas, Texas
February 27, 1934

Mr. John H. Reisner, Secretary
Agricultural Missions Foundation
419 Fourth Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Reisner:

I have your letter of February 21 enclosing the Report of Cot-
ton Improvement Work in the Department of Agronomy, College of Agri-
culture and Forestry at the University of Nanking, for fiscal year
ending July 30, 1931, for which I thank you. I have taken the liber-
ty of copying this report for my files and am returning it to you en-
closed with an additional copy.

I am also in receipt of the printed report and bulletins of
the College of Agriculture and Forestry at Nanking. I will finish
with these in a few days, after whieh I will return them to you. I
appreciate your sending this meterial to me. The annual report and
the bulletins refer to studies being conducted at the present time in
China on land utilization. The results should be very helpful in ov-
ercoming the problems in the production of cotton.

I was interested in the entire report on cotton improvement
work and especially the last four pages to which you directed mny at-
tention. I have not a&s yet had the opportunity of plotting the cot-
ton growing areas of China against a map of natural conditions of
soil and climate. I have data on hand to do this, after which I
might be able to offer some suggestions as to cotton adaptation and
acclimatization. I am familiar with the American varieties listed
in the report, and am wondering whether or not attempts have been
made to grow these varieties under conditions in China, which are
comparable to conditions in America where these varieties have orig-
inated. It is noted on page 11 of the report that an outstanding de-
fect of the Chinese type of cotton plant is the shedding of cotton
from the burrs soon after the opening of the bolls. I recall a prob-
lem similar to this which I encountered while county agent in east-
ern North Carolina in 1920, which we successfully overceme there.

In this connection, I did not state in previous correspond-
ence with you that I have had experience and training almost from

childhood in cotton breeding, adaptation, and acclimatizat The
farmers and SCTMWMWWeaNd,

consider Mr. D. R. Coker and his staff, with the Pedigreed Seed Com-
pany of Hartsville, South Carolina, quite advanced in this line of
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work. Mr. Coker has the largest cotton breeding establishment in

this country, and perhaps has developed more new varieties of mer-

it than any other person who has lived in the South., I have had the
oprortunity of watching Mr. Coker's work since I was a boy, and have
spent some time with him and his staff practically every year for
about twenty years. I have been able to use the knowledge gained

from this source to considerable advantage in my present work, It

has enabled me to cooperate with plant breeders and others in cotton
improvement programs and especially the Oklahoma Extension Service,

in establishing one-variety communities, and thus standardizing pro-
duction. I believe I touched on this subjeet in the paper on cCoop-
erative gins which I sent to you, in which I outlined the cormunity

as a unit for cooperative effort in production and marketing. Consid-

- erable work of this kind has been done in the southwest and is contin-
uing to develop more and more each year. It is possible that this may
have a bearing on the task to be done in China, in that successful mar-
keting may ultimately have to work back through to production of stand-
ardized qualities of cotton. I have gained considerable first hand
knowledge of this type of problem in my work in the last five years in
the grading and stapling of cotton and the relationship of standardiza-
tion to marketing.

I am also glad to learn from the Annual Report of the Univer-
sity that your official position in Chine was Co-Dean and Co-Director
of the College of Agriculture and Forestry at Nanking. I am enclosing
for your infomation material in which I think you will be interested,
as follows: (1) copy of an old paper which I prepared in 1928, "Value
to Farmers of Georgia, etc."; (2) clipping from Farm and Ranch, "What
Kind of Cotton shall we Grow?"; and (3) clipping from Southern Agricul-
turist, "The Quality of our Cotton,"

The references in the report and bulletins to cooperative asso-
ciations in China refer to them as societies. I presume that these are
small localized units and that as yet perhaps little progress has been
made in centralizing or federating them. I wonder whether you are fa-
miliar with this type of orgenization in West Texas and Oklahoma, So
far, they have been the most successful of any of our cooperative ef-
forts on cotton in this country.

I believe that if the opportunity arises for me to go to China
in this work, I can aid the cooperative movement in China, as well as
the production of cotton and the cotton industry. I appreciate very
much your sending this material to me and shall be very glad to keep
in touch with you as to developments in cotton growing in China, as
they occur,

Sincerely yours,
L

Qo rStso———

Ao. M. kaSOD !
Associate Agricultural Economist
Division of Cotton Marketing
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